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APA Secretary General’s Report

Honorable Speaker of Parliament of Bhutan,
Honorable Speakers of Parliament members of APA,
Distinguished members of APA,
Excellencies, Colleagues,
It is indeed my honor and privilege to speak to you as Secretary General of APA presenting a brief report on the status of our Standing Committee on Social and Cultural affairs in this beautiful city of Thimphu, capital of friendly country of Bhutan. 
Before addressing you on the topics at our hand I should take this opportunity to express on behalf of myself and colleagues of secretariat, my warm appreciation to members of Bhutanese parliament as well as state officials and all others who took the burden of hosting our meeting and providing us with unique hospitality. 
Excellencies,
Based on the result of our last Standing Committee meeting, there are nine resolutions and one by Russian Federation before you to be considered, discussed, finalized and sent forward for further approval by our Executive Council meeting:
The scope of these resolutions covers the following areas:
1. Measures to protect cultural heritage
2. Integration through ICT
3. Collaboration on Health Equity

4. Rights of Migrant workers

5. Parliamentarians against corruption
6. Women parliamentarians

7. Dialogue among world religions

8. Combating Smuggling of cultural items
9. Combating Drug trafficking 

10. Humanitarian aids to Syria, Iraq, and Yemen
All these resolutions address main issues and concerns of our Asian societies and thus are considered of utmost important to each and all of us. I propose to you to focus on the contents and ideas being put forward by these resolutions and do your best to enrich them substantially.

On the other hand, one might venture to state that there are other topics and areas of importance through which APA is called for cooperation and thus merits the attention of us all. I take the liberty of naming a few for your kind consideration, hoping that the voice of our organization could be heard across the world. The proposed areas of cooperation are:
1- Social inclusion and education of people with disabilities:
More than one billion people around the world, of whom nearly 93 million are children, live with some form of disability. Societies᾽ misperception of different forms and types of disability and the limited capacity of social actors to accommodate special needs often place people on the margin. Persons with disabilities experience inequalities in their daily lives, and have fewer opportunities to access a quality education that takes place in an inclusive environment.

As UN supports various international Human Rights Treaties and Conventions that uphold the right to education of all persons through a rights-based approach, APA needs to promote inclusive education policies, programs and practices to ensure equal education opportunities for persons with disabilities. The most important areas of actions could be:

· promotion of effective practices and knowledge sharing through various platform,

· establishment of institutional partnerships which seek to guide Member States with regard to the implementation of Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

· strengthening countries’ capacities through development of guidelines and tools that help build an inclusive learning environment, as well as on teacher training and ICTs in education for persons with disabilities .

2. Tourism
Tourism attracts and invites numerous visitors across the world to come and visit a country. Tourism is also a wonderful method for cultural exchanges. It also helps in the economic progress of a country and generates new jobs. Therefore, every country should encourage tourism as much as possible because expansion of Tourism encourages societal progress, aids and encourages infrastructure development and is a continual source of income for public and private sectors. It is recommended to study the ways and means of expansion of Tourism in Asia and facilitation of tourism in APA member countries by adopting appropriate legislation.
3. Synergy among parliament libraries
Nowadays, it is necessary to converge libraries and research centers to empower and promote information synergy among all nations.
Noting the achievements in the field of communication in the realm of virtual networking and prevailing opportunities in this boundless sphere, establishing links among APA with member state libraries in the context of MoU can quantitatively and qualitatively promote the scientific, educational and cultural exchanges of knowledge and information. This atmosphere of cooperation will specifically re-enforce the future research and study potentials. Thus it is recommended that modalities and procedures are considered and adopted to support it.
4. Cooperation among Asian parliaments on cultural heritage
Cultural heritage is the legacy of physical artifacts and intangible attributes of a group or society that are inherited from the past generations, maintained in the present and bestowed for the benefit of future generations. Cooperation among relevant organizations of Asian countries will contribute to the protection of these important inheritances in the entire continent. 
Considering the rich cultural heritage of eastern and western civilizations in the Asian continent, common heritage of all Asian countries and the inevitability of cooperation among governments and parliaments on safeguarding these heritage and especially referring to the relevant cultural conventions of UNESCO, it is highly recommended to consider proposals on enhancing the effective cooperation among Asian Parliaments in this regard.
* 5.Youth and violent extremism
Violent extremism is an affront to the principles of the United Nations, embodied in respect for universal human rights and fundamental freedoms. It is also a rising threat to societies everywhere undergoing deep transformation.  Countering violent extremism calls for actions across the board and the long-term that strengthen the foundations for solidarity. At the same time, the Internet provides violent extremists with powerful tools to propagate hatred and violence and to identify and groom potential recruits, creating global online communities that promote radicalization.

Our task must be to empower a new generation of digital citizens at the global level – starting with education, new intercultural skills, and deeper media and information literacy As the importance of issue for UN and Especially UNESCO’s role, to deepen cooperation through education, the sciences, culture and communication, supporting Member States, civil society actors, academia and private sector in order to prevent and reduce youth radicalization online.

 “UN`s position is clear – the Internet and new ICTs must be platforms for positive engagement, peace, promoting respect for human  rights and dignity, enabling dialogue and mutual understanding,” said the Director-General. So this could be one of the most important topics related to youth for APA.

6. Silk Road project
In the 21st century, many countries are engaged in the Silk Road project and recently the “One Belt-One Road” project has also been initiated in this framework. This project is an example of globalization in the modern world but is mostly focusing on closer collaboration and partnership on connecting various countries. Considering the historical role of the Silk Road in the cultural and economic relations among Asian nations, it is recommended to initiate preliminary studies to provide practical proposals on encouraging dialogue and cooperation among Asian Parliaments to support this initiative and provide new opportunities and impetus for Asian cooperation.
* 7. Women and sport
Emphasizing the need to make the most of public potentials and the need to empower women, Teaching life style attitudes toward having a healthy life and society considering the cultural and socioeconomic status of women, Teaching ergonomics for having an efficient and more healthy women society, Providing the knowledge of home-based exercises and coping strategies for reducing and management of musculoskeletal disorders and Health promotion trainings with the emphasis on physiological factors for women with different socioeconomic and cultural status is the most important thing for improving women self-care and mental care which would have the basic and crucial role in promotion of social health.

The APA secretariat is willing and ready to launch its activities in this regard and provide you with expert reports as food for thoughts.
I would like to once again register my warm appreciation to the Parliament and Government of Bhutan for their kind hospitality and wish you success in your deliberations.
Thank you for your attention.
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